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To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  and  to  the 


County  Council  of  Berwick. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

In  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  Local 
Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1889,  Section  53,  the  Public 
Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  Section  15,  and  the  Regulations 
of  the  Scottish  Department  of  Health,  I have  the  honour  to 
submit  to  you  my  Report  on  the  Health,  Vital  Statistics,  and 
General  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  County  of  Berwick  for  the 
year  1931. 


I am. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  A.  MeWHAN. 


County  Offices, 

Duns, 

\^lh  September,  1932. 
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Annual  Report  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1929,  came  into  operation 
on  16th  May,  1930.  My  report  for  that  year  dealt  partly  with  public 
health  administration  under  the  old  regime,  in  which  58  conunittees 
were  concerned ; and  partly  with  administration  imder  the  new  regime, 
when  all  major  fimctions  relating  to  sanitary,  veterinary,  medical, 
hospital,  nursing,  or  other  similar  matters  were  concentrated  in  the 
hands  of  the  County  Council. 

In  that  report  I also  stated  that,  since  the  change  over,  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Act  had  worked  fairly  smoothly,  and  that  the  difiBculties 
met  with  were  not  due,  as  at  one  time,  to  diversities  of  committees 
or  to  divided  official  responsibility,  but  to  the  inevitable  difficulties 
of  a department  which  originally  intended  for  certain  medical  ser\-ices 
alone,  was  compelled  to  undertake,  in  addition,  housing,  veterinary 
services,  vaccination,  medical  relief,  lunacy,  mental  deficiency, 
hospital  services  and  so  on,  while  at  the  same  time  elaborating  new 
schemes  and  revising  old  ones. 

In  the  year  1931,  for  instance,  a wide  variety  of  ser\-ices  came 
under  review,  such  as  musing  services,  Gordon  Hospital,  datr>-  bj-e-laws, 
duties  of  veterinary  inspectors,  domicUiary  and  medical  attendance  on 
the  sick  poor,  and  hospital  services  for  the  count^^ 

The  imdertaking  of  these  duties,  practically  nil  new,  meant  that 
this  department  could  not  bo  run  as  it  had  been  nut  in  the  past.  An 
extensive  reorganisation  of  medical  services  was  therefore  necessitated, 
cutting  in  parts,  delegation  wherever  possible,  and  a reduction  in  the  time 
devoted  to  the  original  services,  and  particularly  to  the  school  health 
service.  The  diligence  and  devotion  of  the  staff  however,  maintained 
practically  the  same  efficiency. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

AREA. — The  area  of  Berwickshire,  exclusive  of  the  Burghs,  is 
291,732  acres.  East  District,  78,043  acres;  Middle  District,  109,108 
acres  ; West  District,  104,581  acres.  The  acreage  of  the  Burghs  is  803  ; 
so  that  the  total  acreage  of  the  County  is  292,535  acres,  or  457.08  square 
miles. 

POPULATION. — The  population  of  tl)e  County,  as  estimated  by 
the  Registrar-General  to  the  middle  of  1931,  was  20,518.  The  census 
taken  on  2Cth  Aprd,  1931,  showed  it  then  to  lx>  20.601  ; 20,721  fo.-  the 
I.andw'ard  area,  and  5,880  for  (ho  Burghs.  'J'he  average  density  of 
population  for  the  entire  County  i.s,  theiofore,  .084  jiersons  to  the  acre, 
or  58.2  to  tho  square  mile. 
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BIRTHS,  iLA.RRLA.GES  and  DEATHS  FOR  YEAR  ]93L 


§5 


D 

Transf 

era. 

Corrected  number. 
ISotli 

site  per 
milted 
(Botl 

y. 

Out, 

tn. 

Se.xea. 

Males. 

Females. 

pi 

Births  (including  illegitimate) 

335 

27 

60 

368 

183 

185 

13.9 

Births — Illegitimate 

28 

— 

10 

38 

19 

19 

*10.3 

Marriagcr 

128 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

4.8 

Deaths — AU  causes 

340 

8 

63 

401 

196 

205 

J15.1 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 
,,  (Respiratory 

— 

— 

— 

15 

8 

7 

0.57 

System ) 

— 

— 

— 

12 

0 

0 

0.45 

Principal  Epidemic 

Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

11 

0 

5 

0.41 

Children  aged  under  one 

year  

— 

— 

— 

10 

12 

7 

|52.0 

* Rate  per  100  Births.  f Rato  i)or  1,000  Births. 

J Rate  adju.sted  for  Ape  ami  Sex  Dist  rihution  = 12.5. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. — ^The  following  table  is  a general  8ummary 
of  deaths  registered  in  the  County,  corrected  for  transfers,  showing  ages 
at  death  ; — 


Caufies  of  Death. 

Both 

•iexei- 

and 

All 

Vges 

■ ^ 
L ^ 

ronpi 

B. 

-1 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25— 

35- 

45- 

55- 

fi5- 

75— 

85- 

IXFECTIOUS  and  PAR.^^SITIC  DISE.ARES-- 

Influenza  . . .... 

7 

2 

2 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . . 

1 

1 

Other  Epidemic  Diseases 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculous  Meuiugltis 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

— 

CANCER  AND  OTHER  TtTMOURS— 

Cancer 

42 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

8 

17 

9 

9 

Tumours  non  malignant  cr  not  specified 

2 

1 

— 

OTHER  GENERAL  DISEASES— 

Chronic  rlieumatism  and  uout 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Diabetes  mellitus 

4 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Diseases  of  thyroid  and  parathyroid 

1 

DISEASES  OF  BLOOD— 

Anaemia,  pernicious  and  other 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Leukaemia  and  other  diseases  of  iflood 

1 

1 

CHRONIC  POISONINGS— 

Alcoholism  and  other  clironio  poisonings  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

DISEASES  OF  NERVOUS  SYSTEM  ^VND 
SENSE  ORGANS— 

Cerebral  liaemoiThage,  embolism,  thrombosis 

72 

2 

18 

22 

21 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane 

1 

1 

Other  Insanity 

2 

1 

1 

Epilepsy 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  Systeme. . 
DISEASES  OF  CIRCULATORY  SYSTEM— 

7 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Chronic  enearditis  and  valvular  disease 

33 

2 

— 

4 

12 

13 

2 

Diseases  of  myooaidium 

27 

1 

— 

4 

10 

10 

2 

Diseases  of  coronary  artenes,  angina  pectoris 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

1 

— 

Other  diseases  of  heart 

17 

2 

6 

6 

3 

Arterio  sclerosis,  gangrene 

0 

t 

2 

— 

DISEASES  OF  RESPIRATORY  SYSTEM— 

Bronchitis 

10 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

»•) 

— 

Pneumoni.x 

22 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

6 

4 

5 

3 

Pleurisy 

1 

other  respiratory  diseases,  not  tubercular. . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

DISEASES  OF  DIGESTIVE  SYSTEM— 

Gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer  . . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  (under  2 years) 

1 

1 

.■\t>pendicitis 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Hernia,  intestinal  obstruction 

2 

2 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

2 

Other  diseafes  of  liver  and  ?nll  bladder,  in- 

eluding  biliary  calculus  . . 

1 

1 

— 

other  diseases  of  digestive  system  . . 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

DISEASES  OF  THE  GENITO  URINARY 
SYSTEM— 

Nephritis 

13 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

2 

— 

Diseases  of  l)ladder,  except  tiimoms 

1 

1 

— ‘ 

Diseases  of  urethra,  urinary  aliscess 

1 

Diseases  of  prostate'  . . 

DISEASES  OF  PHEiJNACY  AND  CHILD- 

4 

3 

1 

BIRTH- 

Toxaemias  of  pregnancy,  albuminuria,  eon- 

vulslons  . . 

1 

. . I :t30  I R I 2 I 7 I I « I U)  I 17  I 10  I r.B  I in  1 85  I 21 


Carried  forward  . . 


C.uises  of  Deat)i. 

Both 

Se.xes 

and 

All 

•tges. 

Age  Groups. 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

■15  - 

55- 

65- 

75- 

85- 

Brought  forward 

339 

8 

2 

7 

— 

9 

10 

17 

10 

50 

114 

85 

21 

DLSE.\SES  OF  SKIN  CELLULAR 

Diseases  of  skin  anrl  cellular  tissue ' . . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

OOXOEN ITAL  MALFOR.MATIONS— 

Conitenital  inalfoniiatlons 

4 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

DISEASES  OF  EARLY  INFANCY— 

Conaenital  debility 

1 

1 

Prenmure  birth 

3 

3 

Injury  at  birth 

1 

1 

Other  disea-es  peculiar  to  early  infancy 

3 

3 

SENILITY— 

Senility 

27 

4 

14 

0 

VIOLENT  DE.\TJ.S— 

Sui  iJe  

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Other  violent  death.s  . . 

12 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

IT.I.  DEFINED  CAUSES— 

Causes  not  specirted  or  ill  defined  . . 

6 

1 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

All  Causes  . . 

401 

19 

3 

7 

3 

10 

12 

20 

11 

04 

120 

102 

30 

INTANTILE  MORTALITY. — Deaths  under  one  year  numbered 
19,  and  are  classified  according  to  age-group  and  cause  of  death  as 
follows  : — 


Pneumonia,  all  forms 
Other  respiratory  diseases 
Debility 

Premature  birth  ... 

Other  defined  diseases 


5 

0 
H 

2 

6 

1 
3 
8 

1 9 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

No  special  remarks  fall  to  be  made. 

The  following  table  shows  a summary  of  the  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  notified.  The  figures  refer  to  the  entire  Coimty  : — 


Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Typhus  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  0 

Smallpox  (suspected)  ...  ...  •••  ...  •••  0 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  "3 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  6 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  13 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 

Cholera  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  0 

Relapsing  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Continued  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  38 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • . 0 

Pneumonia — 

Acute  Primary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Influenzal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chickenpox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  51 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Anthrax  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • • • • 0 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ••.  0 

Jaundice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  0 


201 

Cases  removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  04 


Arrangements  are  in  force  for  the  repa^nnent  of  the  cost  of 
diphtheria  anti-toxin  used  by  practitioners,  but  in  practice  immediate 
admission  to  Gordon  Hospital  is  preferable.  Diphtheria  anti-toxin 
does  not  keep  well  for  any  length  of  time  and  no  practitioner  could 
bo  expected  to  keep  a supply  of  anti-toxin  on  the  off-chairce  of  being 
refunded  the  cost  of  a single  administiation. 

There  are  no  arrangements  for  routine  Schick  or  Dick  testing  or 
artificial  immunisation  in  the  case  of  scarlet  fever  or  diphtheria. 
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The  cases  treated  in 
follows : — 

Gordon  Hospital  during 

.a 

St 

■3  ° S 

s 

c-  th  u 

^ y *n 

*3C  *0 

.2  • 

o CO 

H s so 

= ° -S" 

l-t  <1 

the  year 
a 

’u 

•5 

rs 

y 

S 

et 

es 

Q 

o 

BeJ-patient  days  3 

1931. 

P 

03 

Rheumatic  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

12 

Measles 

— 

2 

2 

19 

Erysipelas 

— 

4 

4 

78 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

54 

54 

2323 

Diphtheria 

3 

5 

8 

126 

Typhoid 

— 

1 

1 

44 

Primary  Pnemnonia  ... 

— 

1 

1 

14 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

34 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary 

4 

20 

24 

1259 

Non-Pulmonary  2 

12 

14 

1059 

Impetigo 

1 

2 

3 

90 

Other  Diseases 

11 

10 

112 

10 

123 

229 

6287 

Note. — The  day  of  admission  and  the  day  of  discharge  are 
counted  as  one  day. 


In  addition  to  the  bed-patient  days  for  1931  for  Gordon  Hospital, 
87  bed-patient  days  were  also  paid  for  at  the  City  Fever  Hospital, 
Edinburgh  ; 51  bed-patient  days  at  Haddington  ; 4 bed-patient  days 
at  Pilton  Hospital,  Leith,  and  30  bed-patient  days  at  Newstead  Hospital, 
Melrose. 

TREATMENT  AND  PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  numbers  of  pulmonary  and  non-puhnonary  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified  during  the  year  1931  are  as  follows  : — 

SUMMARY  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  FOR  1931. 

Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary  Total 

Tuberculosis.  Tuberculosis.  Cases 

County  of  Berwick  ...  17  21  38 

The  tuberculosis  cases  known  to  be  resident  in  the  county  at  tho 
end  of  1931  munbcrod  86,  of  which  33  were  cases  of  pulmonary  and  53 
of  non-pulmonary  tulxjrculosis. 

During  the  year  17  deaths  from  tuberculosis  occurred,  of  which 
12  were  ascribed  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  an<l  5 to  noii-i)iilmona.-y 
tuberculosis. 


10 


Out  of  the  38  cases  of  tuberculosis  brought  to  my  knowledge  during 
1931,  35  were  notified  by  practitioners,  and  the  remaining  three  weie 
brought  to  knowledge  after  death,  through  the  death  registration 
system.  Out  of  the  17  patients  who  died  during  1931  from  some  form 
of  tuberculosis,  four  were  notified  after  death  or  within  two  months 
of  death.  Of  those  who  received  treatment  diming  the  year  10  died  ; 
six  of  them  died  in  institutions. 

During  the  year  35  patients  received  domiciliarj'  treatment. 

In  Gordon  Hospital  weie  treated  35  patients  ; in  HairmjTes  Colony 
4 ; and  in  East  Fortune  33.  Of  these  cases,  15  received  both  institutional 
and  domiciliary  treatment.  1 1 patienrs  were  X-rayed  at  the  Victoria 
Dispensary. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  177  domiciliary  visits,  and  escorted  11 
patients  to  sanatoria  and  the  Victoria  Dispensary,  Edinburgh. 

Altogether,  during  the  year  84  cases  of  tuberculosis  received  ti-eat- 
ment,  as  compared  with  75  for  the  previous  year.  One  difficulty"  has 
always  been  prominent,  that  of  early  diagnosis,  and  I have  referied  to 
this  subject  in  several  of  my  previous  reports.  Ordinary  phj3ical 
examination  in  an  early  case  piovides  little  information  as  compared 
with  the  temperature  reactions.  X-ray  examination,  and  the  ^lantoux 
test.  For  temperature  reactions,  a period  of  observation  in  hospital 
is  necessary,  and  X-ray  examinations  must  be  carried  out  at  East 
Fortune  Sanatorium  or  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh. 

Owing  to  the  demand  for  beds  for  treatment  purposes  at  East 
Fortmie,  it  was  not  practicable  to  send  observation  cases  there,  and  in 
the  case  of  one  family  in  which  a chUd  was  suspected  to  be  infected. 
Dr.  Guy,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  city  of  Eduiburgh,  kindly 
arranged  for  Dr.  Elder,  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  to  examine  her  in  the 
Victoria  Dispensary.  Examination  showed  that  the  chUd  was  not 
merely  infected  but  that  the  disease  had  reached  an  advanced  stage. 
As  a result  of  the  somewhat  unexpected  finding,  all  the  members  of 
the  famUy  were  sent  in  to  the  Victoria  Dispensary,  wliere  no  fewer  tlian 
six  other  members  of  the  family  were  found  to  be  in  an  infected  condition, 
all  of  whom  required  hospital  treatment. 

TREATMENT  AND  PREVENTION  OF  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  disease  are 
provided  by  arrangement  with  the  Corporation  of  Edinburgh.  Patients 
whether  men,  women,  or  children,  are  sent  to  the  ajipropriate  hospital 
and,  if  necessary,  their  travelling  expenses  are  paitl. 

In  some  eases  the  requirements  can  Ije  ser\-ed  by  weekly  visits  to 
the  hospital,  but,  in  an  increasing  proportion  of  the  cases,  satisfactory 
treatment  can  only  be  carried  out  in  an  Eilinburgh  institution. 
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The  luiinber  of  patients  treated  under  the  scheme  was  31,  as  com- 
pared with  17  last  year,  but  these  figures  give  no  indication  of  the 
total  number  of  venereal  cases  in  the  comity,  as  venereal  disease  is  not 
notifiable. 

Treatment  is  confidential;  patients’  names  are  not  divulged, 
travelling  expenses  lieing  paid  on  receipt  of  an  attendance  certificate 
from  the  clinic  concerned,  on  which  a serial  letter  and  number  are  given 
instead  of  the  name. 

MATERNITY  SERVICE  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
AND  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SCHEMES. 

In  the  circular  of  the  Department  of  Health,  dated  16th  December, 
1931,  whereby  the  Department,  by  virtue  of  its  powers  under  the  Public 
Health  (Scotland)  Act,  requires  the  submission  of  this  report,  the 
Maternity  Service,  Child  Welfare,  and  School  Health  Schemes  are 
classed  together. 

In  the  first  circular  on  health  services  issued  by  the  Department 
of  Health  after  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Local  Government 
Scotland)  Act,  1929  (which  inter  alia,  amalgamated  the  responsibilities 
of  so  many  different  Committees),  it  was  recommended  that  : — 

“ If  there  is  to  be  any  division  of  responsibility  in  respect  of 
the  children  concerned,  it  should  be  at  the  age  of  one,  till  when 
the  care  of  the  mother  and  of  the  child  are  naturally  grouped 
together.  From  that  age  till  the  end  of  the  school  period  there  is 
no  real  break  in  the  child’s  development,  from  the  medical  point 
of  view,  and  the  welfare  of  the  child  from  one  to  fourteen  should 
be  regarded  as  a single  service.” 

The  two  Schemes,  however,  are  here  reported  on  separately,  as  the 
Maternity  Service  and  Child  Welfare  year  is  the  calendar  year,  1931  ; 
while  the  School  Report  is  for  the  school  year  ending  31st  July,  1931. 


MATERNITY  SERVICE  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SCHEME. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  children  under  five  years  of  age  by 
the  seven  District  Child  Welfare  Visitors  and  the  two  Health  Visitors 


are  as  follows  : — 

Miss  Tait  (11  months)  

Miss  McIntosh  ( 1 1 months)  

Eyemouth  (Miss  McIntosh ) (11  months) 
Chimside  Nurse  (11  months) 

Leitholm  Nurse  (11  months) 

Greenlaw  Nurse  (11  months) 

Coldingham  Nurse  (11  months) 

Coldstream  Nurse  (11  months) 

Bunklo  Nurse  (11  months)  

Hutton  Nurse  (11  months)  


1557 

987 

680 

833 

1151 

667 

609 

736 

620 

535 


8376 
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COLDSTREAiM  VOLUNTARY  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

Nine  meetings  of  this  centre  were  held  during  the  year,  recording 
a total  of  92  attendances  of  children  and  71  attendances  of  mothers, 
and  an  average  of  18  attendances  per  session. 

PROVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  MILK. 

During  the  year  23  families  received  food  and  milk  ; 13  being 
resident  in  Eyemouth  ; one  in  Coldstream  ; 2 in  the  West  District  ; 

4 in  the  Middle  District ; and  3 in  the  East  District. 

HOSPITAL  TREATMENT  AND  FACILITIES. 

8 children  and  1 woman  were  examined  by  Dr.  Sjun,  Oculist,  who 
treated  by  ordering  of  glasses  or  otherwise. 

23  children  were  examined  by  Mr.  Lithgow,  Aural  Surgeon.  They 
suffered  from  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  and  in  17  cases  !Mr.  Lithgow 
advised  operation. 

44  cases  were  sent  to  hospital  in  Edinbm-gh  ; 1 case  being  sent  to 
Pilton  Hospital ; 5 cases  to  the  Royal  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  ; 
15  cases  to  the  Royal  Infirmary;  16  cases  to  the  Rcjn!  !Matemity 
Hospital ; one  of  which  was  afterwards  transferred  to  the  City  Fever 
Hospital ; 2 cases  to  the  City  Fever  Hospital ; 1 case  to  MTiitehouse 
Loan  Hospital,  and  4 cases  to  Elsie  Inglis  Hospital. 

Of  these  44  cases  sent  to  hospital  in  Edinburgh,  1 was  a child  with 
discharging  eyes  ; 2 were  children  examined  for  hernia  ; 1 for  menin- 
ocele  ; 1 for  deformity  of  foot,  and  1 was  examined  three  times  for 
poliomyelitis  ; 12  cases  were  sent  for  tonsil  and  adenoid  operation,  1 of 
whom  also  received  treatment  for  enlarged  gland  ; 1 child  received 
treatment  for  woimd  in  right  eye  ; 1 woman  was  examined  twice  for 
corneal  ulcer  ; 1 woman  was  a gjmecological  case  ; 6 were  mothers  for 
confinement,  2 being  sent  in  previously  for  ante  natal  examination  ; 
2 others  were  sent  for  ante  natal  examination  ; 1 for  dn.-  labour  ; 1 for 
hyperemesis  ; 1 for  labour  complications  ; 1 for  ovarian  cj-st  ; 2 for  ante 
natal  treatment ; 1 for  albuminuria,  and  1 for  ifiacenta  praevia  ; 2 cases 
with  puerperal  fever,  1 being  transferred  from  the  Royal  Maternity 
Hospital ; 1 case  of  goitre  ; 1 for  leuchorrhoea  ; 1 for  placenta  praevia , 
who  afterwards  was  sent  ui  for  post  natal  examination  ; and  2 were 
mothers  for  confinement. 

1 woman  received  treatment  at  the  Berwnckshire  Nursing  Associa- 
tion Home  for  phlebitis,  and  was  afterwards  transferred  to  the  Royal 
Maternity  Hospital  for  confinement. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SCHEME, 

In  a letter  from  the  Department  of  Health,  dated  11th  Jlarch, 
1931,  the  Dejuirtnumt  intimated  that  although  the  Council's  scheme 
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of  school  health  administration  for  the  year  1930-31  was  generally 
approved,  many  aspects  of  the  Council’s  arrangements  were  only 
provisional.  The  latter  arrangements  include  the  munbers  of  the 
medical,  dental,  and  nursing  staffs,  and  the  proportion  of  their  time 
to  be  devoted  to  school  health  duties  ; the  adequacy  and  situation  of 
cluiics  considered  with  regard  to  needs  of  mothe/s,  infants  and  young 
children  as  well  as  school  children  ; arrangements  for  treatment ; the 
preventive  aspects  of  school  health  administration ; and  problems 
connected  with  the  ascertainment,  classification  and  care  of  mental 
defectives. 

The  latter  problems  raised  in  this  letter  will  all  necessarily 
come  up  for  review,  but  as  regards  the  time  given  to  school 
health  duties  (owing  to  the  congestion  of  work  arising  from  the  Local 
Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1929)  the  Public  Health  Committee  relieved 
me  of  these  duties. 

This  decision  enabled  these  services  to  be  completed  by  the  middle 
of  October,  and,  consequently,  the  specialist  services  were  completed 
immediately  afterw'ards,  with  the  result  that,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  school  medical  inspection,  practically  every  child  was  taken 
in  hand  earl>  in  the  year  and  treatment  was  not  postponed  for  months, 
as  previously  was  imavoidably  the  case. 

For  the  school  year  ending  31st  July,  1931,  the  total  number  of 
schools  under  medical  supervision  was  52,  with  3950  children  on  the 
register  and  an  average  attendance  of  3492. 

59  visits  to  schools  were  paid  for  the  purpose  of  systematic  examina- 
tion, and,  in  addition,  14  special  visits.  The  total  shows  a reduction 
of  80  visits  from  last  year. 

The  two  whole  time  health  visitors  (who  also  undertake  public 
health,  tuberculosis  and  child  welfare  duties)  paid  362  visits  to  schools, 
examined  1482  children  for  cleanliness,  infectious  or  contagious  diseases, 
paid  191  home  wisits  in  connection  with  these  (practically  all  verminous, 
dirty  or  neglected  children),  while  they  paid  237  visits  for  other  reasons, 
i.e.,  in  following  up  cases  of  reported  defect  or  in  connection  with  the 
escorting  of  children  to  hospital. 

Altogether  1254  children  were  medically  examined  and  the  partic- 
ulars found  on  examination  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

The  total  number  of  children  notified  to  parents  as  suffering  from 
defects  was  332.  The  most  frequent  cause  of  defect  was  the  condition 
of  the  nose  and  throat,  264  cases  of  this  type  being  notified.  The  next 
most  frequent  cause  was  eye  conditions,  which  numbered  87. 

AKKANGEMENTS  FOR  MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

Fcr  the  purpose  of  treatment,  the  services  of  an  Edinburgh  Oculist 
Aural  Surgeon  and  Dental  Surgeon  are  engaged,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  examination  Dr.  Steel  is  engaged  at  Medical  Psychologist. 
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During  the  school  year  ending  31st  July,  1931,  87  children  ■were 
examined  by  Dr.  Sym,  the  Council’s  Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  and  spectaf.les 
or  di'ug  treatment  prescribed  as  required.  One  child  received  treatment 
in  Gordon  Hospital  for  blepharitis. 

264  childien  were  examined  by  Mr.  Lithgow,  the  Council’s  Aural 
Surgeon,  of  whom  99  were  taken  to  the  Eoyal  Infirmarj-,  Edinburgh, 
for  removal  of  adenoids,  and  tonsils  when  necessary.  Two  children 
were  operated  on  for  mastoid  in  Edinburgh  hospitals ; while  three 
required  detention  in  Gordon  hospital  after  removal  of  adenoids ; and 
one  was  treated  there  for  otorrhoea. 

27  mentally  defective  or  backward  children  were  examined  by 
Dr.  Steele. 

910  children  were  intimated  to  their  parents  as  requiring  dental 
attention,  and  out  of  501  who  accepted  treatment,  473  were  treated  by 
by  the  Dental  Surgeon. 

7 children  were  taken  to  the  Royal  Hospital  for  Sick  ChilcL’en  ; 
1 was  taken  in  four  times  for  treatment  for  infantile  paralj-sis  ; 1 foi 
acute  rheumatism  ; 2 for  goitre  ; 2 for  deformitj'  of  legs,  and  1 for 
mastoid  operation. 

9 tuberculous  children  received  institutional  treatment  at  East 
Fortmie  Sanatoiimn  and  2 at  Hairmyres  Colonj'.  Other  institutions 
treated  Berwickshire  children  for  the  same  complaint,  but  the  figures 
are  given  for  those  two  hospitals,  as  they  now  maintain  teachers  for  the 
instruction  of  children  who  are  capable  of  receiving  it. 


MEDICAL  CARE  AND  NURSING  OF  SICK  POOR. 

The  medical  care  and  nursing  of  the  sick  poor  was  formerly  under 
the  control  of  the  Inspector  of  Poor  and  the  Medical  OflScer.  Adminis- 
tiative  responsibility  was  entiusted  to  the  Insj^ectors  of  Poor  for  the 
32  parishes. 

Now,  however,  the  care  of  the  sick  has  been  withdrawn  from  the 
Public  Assistance  Department,  so  that  the  medical  arrangements, 
hitherto  distinct,  have  now  to  be  co-ordinated  or  amalgamated  with 
the  Council’s  other  hospital  schemes. 

To  secure  these  ends,  defiiiite  arrangements  were  drawoi  up.  Any 
person  who,  by  reason  of  necessitous  circumstances,  cannot  obtain 
medical  or  surgical  treatment  in  the  u.sual  way,  applies  to  the  nearest 
medical  practitioner,  wdio  will  give  any  emergency  treatment  requii-ed, 
and  if  ho  is  not  himself  the  Medical  Officer  for  the  parish,  will  refer  the 
patient  to  the  doctor  concerned.  Ir  is  then  his  duty  to  deal  with  the 
case,  unless  it  is  one  which  comes  under  any  of  the  Council's  schemes 
for  school  medical  troatment,  maternity  service  and  child  wolfart'. 
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tuberculosis,  blind  persons  or  venereal  cases  ; but  the  practitioner’s 
responsibility  for  the  patient  will  continue  until  the  arrangemenis  for 
treatment  under  another  scheme  are  completed. 

Instead,  however,  of  patients  being  sent,  as  before,  only  to  Kelso 
or  East  Linton  Poorhouses,  they  come  under  a wide  variety  of  treat- 
ment, and  also  can  now  share  in  the  advantages  of  the  Council’s  Oculist, 
Aural  Surgeon,  and  Dental  Surgeon. 

For  this,  though  it  is  necessary  that  the  practitioner  make  himself 
familiar  with  the  vaiious  services  of  the  county  so  that  the  patient  may 
not  suffer  through  ignorance  on  his  doctor’s  part. 


HOSPITAL  AND  AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 


The  number  of  patients  treated  mider  the  Coimcil’s  various  schemes 
for  the  year  1931  are  as  follows  : — 


jSl^ternity  and  child  welfare. 

• Elsie  Inglis  Hospital,  Edinburgh 

Pilton  Hospital,  Leith  

Royal  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Edmburgh 
Royal  Infirmarj%  Edinburgh 
Whitehouse  Loan  Hospital,  Edinbrugh 
Royal  Maternity  Hospital,  Edinburgh 
City  Fever  Hospital,  Edinburgh 

TUBERCULOSIS— 

Gordon  Hospital 
Hairmyres  Colony 

East  Fortune  Sanatorium  

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE— 

Gordon  Hospital 
Haddington  Fever  Hospital 
City  Fever  Hospital,  Edinburgh 

EDUCATION— 

Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh 

Royal  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Edinburgh 

Gordon  Hospital 

Crippled  Children’s  Home,  Edinburgh 


4 
1 

5 

15 
1 

16 
2 


35 

4 

33 


70 

1 

2 

73 


150 

7 

6 

1 


164 


VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Patients  receiving  treatment  in  various  hospitals  in 
Edinburgh  


384 


IG 


Early  in  the  year  two  Officers  from  the  Department  of  Health, 
Dr.  Brownlee  and  Mr.  McNicol,  visited  the  county,  inspected  hospitals, 
interviewed  the  Coimty  Clerk  and  myself  and  submitted  a report  upon 
the  whole  position  in  the  county  in  which  they  recommended  : — 

1.  Development  of  existing  policy,  by  which  patients  requiring 

specialist  treatment  are  sent  to  Edinburgh. 

2.  Extension  of  Gordon  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  by  one 

cubicle  pavilion  for  infectious  diseases.  This  extension 
involves  additional  provision  for  nurses  and  the  execution 
of  repairs  and  minor  improvements. 

3.  Provision  for  general  sickness  to  be  made  by  arrangement 

with — 

(a)  Managers  of  Coldstream  Cottage  Hospital ; 

(b)  East  Lothian  and  Roxburgh  County  Councils  ; 

and 

(c)  Edhiburgh  Corporation  and  voluntary  hospitals. 

• • 

In  comiection  with  recommendation  number  two,  a sub-committee 
was  appointed  with  powers  to  appohat  an  architect,  and  to  instruct 
him  to  prepare  plans  and  specifications  and  to  obtain  tenders  thereon, 
and  report  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  Public  Health  Committee.  Messrs. 
Cullen,  Lochhead  & Brown,  Architects,  HamUtou,  were  appointed  and 
asked  to  submit  a report  on  the  hospital  and  prepare  plans.  The 
architects  visited  the  hospital  and  drew  up  plans  for  a new  cubicle  and 
tuberculosis  block,  along  with  an  addition  to  the  present  administrative 
block.  These  additions  and  alterations,  together  with  the  necessarj' 
arrangements  for  heating  and  hot  water,  draniage,  electric  uistaUation, 
and  roads  and  paths,  were  estimated  to  cost  £7,295. 

With  regard  to  the  cubicle  and  tuberculosis  block,  there  were 
formerly  two  fever  hospitals  in  the  county,  but  IMiUerton  Hospital, 
near  Ayton,  with  nine  beds,  was  burned  dowm  in  1924,  with  the  result 
that,  since  that  year,  Gordon  has  had  to  serve  the  entire  county. 

At  the  present  moment  Gordon  has  only  18  beds  available  for 
ordinary  infections  for  a population  of  2G.G01,  representing  0.G7  lx?ds 
l^er  100  of  the  population. 

Further,  atlequato  use  of  these  beds  is  not  obtained  since  they  art' 
distributed  in  three  old-fashioned  pavilions,  so  that  the  number  of 
infections  that  can  bo  treated  at  the  sanie  lime  is  severely  limited  and. 
if  the  wards  are  tenanted,  there  are  no  satisfactorj*  means  of  isolating 
newly  arrived  cases  prior  to  examination  by  the  hospital  doctor,  or 
doubtful  cases,  or  cases  with  secondary  infections. 

On  one  occasion  this  year  I was  unable  to  admit  a case  of  acute 
rheumatic  fever,  although  only  1 1 patients  were  in  the  hospital,  since 
all  the  blocks  hud  been  taken  up  with  dififeront  infections. 
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With  regard  to  what  the  architect  calls,  in  his  report,  the 
tuberculosis  block,  the  growth  of  medical  schemes  in  the  county  has 
changed  it  from  its  original  use.  and  it  is  now  really  a general  purposes 
or  omnibus  block.  In  November,  for  instance,  there  were  two  cases 
of  definite  tuberculosis,  one  case  of  impetigo,  two  orthopaedic  cases,  and 
a case  of  acute  rheumatism  in  the  block.  Two  small  wards  and  one  room 
had  to  accommodate  these  cases,  which  varied  in  age  and  sex  from  two 
men  and  a woman  of  about  40  years  of  age  to  a baby  girl  of  two  years. 

As  regards  ambulance  services,  the  Council  owns  a 20  h.p.  ambulance, 
maintained  primarily  for  the  transport  of  tuberculosis  or  infectious 
cases,  but  also  used  for  accidents  or  general  sick. 


HOUSING. 


In  the  year  1928  I reported  as  follows  : — 

1.  SUFFICIENCY  OF  WORKING  CLASS  DWELLINGS. 

It  was  estimated  that  the  number  of  houses  required  in  the 
landward  district  of  Berwickshire  was  : — 


(a ) to  relieve  overcrowding 

(b)  to  replace  houses  at  present  occupied  which 

should  be  closed  and  demolished  (not  to 
include  houses  entered  under  (c)  ) 

(c)  to  rehouse  persons  who  will  be  dispossessed  by 

Improvement  and  Reconstruction  Schemes 
under  Part  II.  of  the  Housing  (Scotland) 
Act,  1925  

(d)  to  accommodate  persons  at  present  living  in 

furnished  apartments  or  otherwise  who 
desire  a house 


36 


117 


24 


Altogether  for  the  lamlward  area,  it  was  estimated  that  161 
houses  would  be  required  and  this  number  probably  still  holds 
good. 

2.  {A)  HABITABILITY  OF  EXISTING  DWELLINGS. 

The  number  of  houses  given  under  the  above  headings,  viz., 
161,  is  not  to  bo  taken  as  an  index  of  the  habitability  of  the  housing 
conditions  generally.  Practically  all  working  men’s  houses  were 
built  before  the  days  when  damp  proof  courses  were  put  in  as  a 
matter  of  course  and  consequently  practically  all  are  damp  and 
in  my  opinion  it  does  not  make  much  differonco  how  they  are 
altered  or  otherw'iso  adapted  as  this  primary  defect  will  remain 
and  there  is  no  question  but  that  the  prevalence  of  dampness  is 
very  largely  responsible  for  what  appears  to  lie  an  excessive 
incidence  of  rheumatism  in  this  county. 
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(B)  ACTION  TAKEN  TO  DEAL  WITH  DEFECTIVE  OR 
UNINHABITABLE  DWELLINGS. 

During  the  year  272  houses  were  inspected  by  the  Sanitarj- 
Inspectors,  of  which  number  42  were  considered  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  Up  to  the  present,  182  houses  altogether 
have  been  represented  by  me  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  of 
which  number  56  are  in  Bummouth. 

In  such  cases  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  writes  to  the  pro- 
prietors concerned,  but  it  is  difficult  to  ensure  a proper  remedy. 
Proprietors  plead  poverty,  while  the  majority  of  the  houses  are 
really  tied  houses  for  agricultural  labourers  alone,  and,  as  regards 
other  classes  of  workers,  there  is  a constant  difficulty  in  obtaining 
accommodation. 


3.  PROPOSALS  FOR  CLEARANCE  OR  IMPROVEMENT 

AREAS. 

No  schemes  are  under  consideration  or  contemplated  for 
dealing  with  clearance  or  improvemen'D  areas  under  Part  I;  of  the 
Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930. 

4.  OVERCROWDING. 

As  a rule  no  action  whatever  can  be  taken.  The  majority 
of  the  houses  are  farm  cottages  and  as  there  is  a large  annual 
turnover.  The  usual  com’se  is  to  wait  until  the  year  is  up  and  the 
tenants  move  to  another  and  possibly  larger  cottage. 

By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  time  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
was  devoted  to  questions  affecting  housing,  and  a very  great  amomit  of 
work  was  carried  through  principally  in  connection  with  housing  recon- 
struction under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act  of  1926,  pi-oposals 
to  erect  new  houses  under  the  1924  Act,  and  complaints  and  representa- 
tions made  by  varioris  complainants. 

Under  the  1923  Act,  which  provides  subsidies  for  houses  erected 
by  private  enterprise,  subsidies  during  the  year  were  granted  in  the 
ease  of  12  houses. 

In  the  case  of  the  1924,  or  Wheatley,  Act,  which  provides  subsidies 
to  Local  Authorities  of  £9  in  urban  areas  and  £12  10s.  in  rural  areas 
for  a period  of  40  years,  no  houses  were  built. 

Under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act  of  1926,  which  provides 
for  a subsidy  being  paid  to  the  owner  of  a dwelling  occupied  by  an 
agricultural  worker  or  person  of  a similar  standing,  subsidies  were 
granted  in  the  case  of  290  houses. 
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No  houses  were  built  under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1931  the  total  numl-)er  of  houses  built  mider  the 
1 923  Act  by  private  enterprise  numbered  59  ; the  total  number  of 
houses  erected  by  the  variou.s  Local  Authorities  under  the  1924  Act 
numbered  72  ; while  the  total  number  of  houses  for  which  subsidies 
were  granted  under  the  Rural  Housing  Act  was  800,  of  which  584 
houses  have  been  reconstructed. 

There  were  .also  42  houses  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

Of  the  houses  proposed  to  be  built,  it  was  agreed  to  build  48  houses 
under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1924,  as  an  experimental 
number  in  order  that  the  Public  Health  Committee  might  ascertain 
what  demands  there  might  be  for  such  numbers  after  they  have  been 
erected.  It  was  proposed  to  distribute  the  houses  between  Cockburns- 
path,  Coldingham,  Grantshouse,  Reston,  Greenlaw,  Earlston,  and  Oxton. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS, 

1.  No  definite  arrangements  are  made  for  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  samples  of  milk.  These  examinations  are  somewhat 
troublesome  matters  to  arrange,  as  bacteria  multiply  very  rapidly  in 
milk  under  suitable  conditions,  and,  accordingly,  in  order  not  to  prejudice 
the  producer,  it  is  necessary  to  arrange  for  the  transfer  of  the  sample 
in  ice  or  else  for  direct  conveyance  to  the  laboratorJ^ 

2.  Practically  no  milk  is  consigned  from  other  areas. 

3.  No  outbreak  of  disease  was  traced  as  being  spread  by  milk. 

4.  Only  one  dairy  in  the  county  during  the  year  sought  registration 
as  a producer  of  graded  milk,  viz.,  Bogend  Farm,  which  produces 
certified  milk. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD. 

The  usual  inspections  of  meat  and  other  food  have  been  carried 
out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectoi,  who  reports  on  the  work  done. 


VETERINARY  INSPECTIONS. 

The  Department  of  Health,  in  virtue  of  their  powers  under  Section 
4 (5)  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914,  call  upon  every 
Veterinary  Inspector  to  furnish  a report,  for  year  ending  31st  December, 
1931  Where  in  any  area  there  is  a Chief  Veterinary  Inspector  with 
assistants,  each  assistant  will  report  to  the  Chief  Veteiinary  Inspector, 
who  will  report  to  the  Department  on  the  whole  area. 
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In  this  county,  however,  there  are  fiv'o  Veterinary  Surgeons  acting 
as  local  Veterinary  Inspectois  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Act.  Each 
has  already  reported  on  the  conditions  in  his  own  aiea,  and  copies  of 
these  reports  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  Health. 

In  the  absence  of  a Chief  Veterinary  Inspector,  it  has  not  proved 
practicable  to  provide  a combined  report. 

The  registered  dairies  in  the  county  number  114,  with  819  cows. 
The  unregistered  dairies  number  452,  according  to  the  Veterinarj' 
Inspector’s  reports,  with  1,088  cows. 

Eight  cows  in  a tuberculous  condition  were  discovered  on  these 
inspections. 


REPORT  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1931, 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Special  Water  Supply  District  in  the  County  are  as 
follows  : — East  District  : Ayton,  Burnmouth,  Chirnside, 
Coldingham,  Grantshouse,  and  St.  Abbs.  Middle  District  : 
Langton  and  Greenlaw.  West  District : Earlston,  Gordon, 
Oxton,  Redpath  and  Westruther. 

The  Ayton  supply  is  rather  precarious  at  times.  The 
supply  tank  in  the  haugh  at  Heughhead  is  at  too  low  level  for 
efficiency  and,  unfortunately,  it  is  not  practicable  to  get  any 
additional  head  from  this  source. 

As  already  referred  to  in  previous  reports  the  overflow 
level  in  this  tank  was  raised  nine  inches,  with  the  consequent 
result  that  the  proprietor  of  the  land  alleges  that  sub  soil 
drainage  is  impeded.  This  point  has  given  the  District 
Council  much  ground  for  thought. 

The  advisabiUty  of  augmenting  or  improving  the  supply 
is  stiU  under  consideration,  and  no  doubt  some  definite 
solution  will  be  adopted  during  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Coldingham  and  St.  Abbs  supplies  also  suffer  from 
inadequate  head,  and  here  again  no  additional  head  appears 
possible. 

A joint  scheme  was  prepared  and  submitted,  but,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Local  Committees,  the  cost  was  prohibitive. 
The  renewing  of  certain  sections  of  the  main  in  Coldingham 
is  now  going  forward. 

In  Greenlaw  a new  4 inch  main  is  being  laid  from  Greenlaw 
Dean  to  the  supply  pipes  in  the  main  street.  Assistance 
towards  the  cost  of  this  work  has  been  obtctined  from  the 
Unemployment  Grants  Committee. 

The  possibility  of  ensuring  a more  even  supply  to  the 
Thornfield  area  in  Earlston  is  still  being  considered  by  the 
Special  DLstrict  Committee. 

Water  supplies  generally  throughout  the  County  required 
much  time  and  consideration  as  many  improvements  had  to 
be  effected  owing  to  the  increasing  demands  at  farms  where 
modern  sanitary  arrangements  w^erc  being  installed. 
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At  Lennel  Newtown  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  find 
a new  source  of  supply.  A gravitation  supply  cannot  be 
obtained,  and  it  appears  that  any  pumping  arrangement 
would  be  extremely  costly  for  a small  community. 

DRAINAGE. 

Special  Drainage  Districts  in  the  County  are  : — East 
District : Ayton,  Chirnside,  Coldingham,  and  St.  Abbs. 
Middle  District : Langton  and  Greenlaw.  West  District  : 
Earlston,  Gordon  and  Oxton. 

These  districts  have  been  efficiently  managed. 

There  was  a general  desire  that  Westruther  Village  be 
formed  into  a Special  Drainage  District,  but,  owing  to  the 
very  low  rateable  value  of  the  village,  and  also  to  the  fact  that 
no  assistance  for  such  a scheme  was  obtainable,  the  drainage 
of  the  village  had  to  be  considered  from  a different  a.spect. 

The  proprietors  w'ere  approached,  but,  unfortunately,  no 
definite  course  can  meantime  be  taken.  The  carrying  out  of 
a minor  scheme  has  not  been  amicably  arranged  amongst  the 
various  persons  interested. 

No  improvements  can  be  reported  as  to  the  drainage 
conditions  in  the  villages  of  Leitholm  and  Swinton. 

The  proposed  drainage  and  purification  works  for  Green- 
law had  to  be  abandoned,  as  the  Scheme  was  too  late  in  being 
submitted  to  the  Unemployment  Grants  Committee. 

CLEANSING. 

Special  Cleansing  Districts  were  formed  in  the  Villages  of 
Leitholm  and  Oxton.  Hitherto,  conditions  in  these  \dllages 
were  far  from  satisfactory.  In  both  villages  a weekly  collection 
is  carried  out  and  conditions  are  now  very  much  improved. 

Steps  are  now  being  taken  to  form  a special  district  for 
the  Village  of  Gavinton.  Meantime,  a considerable  difficulty 
is  experienced  by  the  people  in  the  village  as  to  hov  and  vhere 
their  refuse  may  be  effectively  disposed. 

Complaints  are  still  received  regarding  the  dumping  of 
objectionable  matter  over  the  cliffs  near  Castle  Rock,  St. 
Abbs.  The  want  of  water  closet  accommodation  in  some  of 
the  adjoining  houses  appears  to  be  the  main  cause  of  the 
trouble.  The  pro]wietor  of  the  houses  concerned  has  been 
approached  regarding  the  matter,  but  so  far  he  refuses  to  do 
anything  towards  the  effectual  remedying  of  this  nuisance 
unless  or  until  the  Local  Autliority  can  ensure  a sufficient 
water  sup])ly.  'Phis  matter  is  meantime  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Local  Management  Committee. 
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NUISANCES  AND  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Twenty  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and 
24  intimations  were  made  under  the  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
Act,  1897.  In  all  instances  nuisances  have  been  abated. 

In  five  instances  choked  drains  were  cleared  ; other  cases 
were  defective  vent  repaired  ; four  defective  drains  repaired  ; 
unoccupied  premises,  which  were  being  used  as  dumps  for 
refuse,  cleaned  out  and  demolished  ; two  privy  middens 
cleaned  ; one  insanitary  ditch  cleaned  ; pigs  removed  which 
were  being  housed  in  premises  in  too  close  proximity  to 
dwellings  ; two  houses  eradicated  of  vermin  ; in  one  instance 
attention  had  to  be  directed  to  the  maimer  in  which  floors, 
bedding  and  furnishings  in  a dwelling  were  being  maintained. 

Thirty-eight  intimations  were  made  under  the  Housing 
Acts  in  respect  of  houses  without  proper  sanitary  accom- 
modation, and  also  in  a state  of  general  disrepair. 

Effect  has  been  given  to  the  terms  of  these  notices  in 
eighteen  instances,  the  remainder  being  either  in  the  course 
of  remedying  or  in  the  hands  of  tradesmen. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  number  of  houses  in  the 
County  without  a laid-on  water  supply  or  sanitary  conveni- 
ences is  gradually  being  reduced  year  by  year. 

HOUSING. 

HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  SCOTLAND  ACT,  1926. 

Advantage  was  taken  of  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers) 
Scotland  Act,  1926,  by  the  owners  of  9.S  farms  and  other 
rural  cottages. 

In  84  instances  Certificate  A was  issued.  These  covered 
307  houses.  In  9 instances  applications  were  turned  down. 
These  included  houses  which  did  not  come  under  the  quali- 
fications laid  down  under  the  Act,  and  houses  so  situated  or 
in  such  a condition  as  to  be  beyond  repair. 

Certificate  B was  issued  in  60  instances,  covering  220 
houses.  In  respect  of  the  houses  completed,  96  had  additional 
bedroom  accommodation  provided.  This  was  accomplished 
either  by  building  on  an  additional  room,  converting  two 
houses  into  one,  or  reconditioning  attics.  In  220  instances 
sculleries  were  provided.  111  had  new  larders  and  77  new  coal 
places.  In  92  instances  lighting  was  improved.  Other  fittings 
provided  were  : — ^220  sinks,  178  tubs,  206  wash  boilers,  10 
baths  and  201  water  closets. 

In  every  instance  water  was  laid  on  inside  the  houses, 
and  also  a complete  new  system  of  drainage  provided. 
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In  19  instances  it  was  not  practicable  to  provide  water 
closet  accommodation,  owing  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  water 
supply,  and  chemical  closets  of  an  approved  jmttem  were 
substituted. 

In  six  cases  the  existing  water  supply  was  found  to  be 
inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  of  sanitary  appliances. 
Consequently,  it  was  incumbent  to  provide  a new  supply.  In 
each  case  a new  well  was  sunk  and  pumping  appliances 
installed. 

At  the  end  of  September  the  Local  Authority  discontinued 
their  scheme  of  assistance,  and,  although  a very  satisfactory 
percentage  of  the  farm  cottages  in  the  County  has  been  sub- 
stantially repaired,  there  are  many  others  in  an  unsatisfactory 
condition.  It  may  be  that  some  of  the  owners  will  recondition 
their  cottages,  but  I am  afraid  that  the  enforcement  of 
additions  or  improvements  beyond  the  bare  requirements  of 
the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts  will  now  be  extremely 
difficult. 

HOUSING  ETC.,  ACT.,  1923-1930. 

Under  the  Housing,  Etc.,  Act,  1923,  and  the  Housi^ 
(Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1924,  three  houses  were  built 
during  the  year,  and  Certificate  B issued  in  each  case.  Each 
was  of  four  apartments.  One  was  ereeted  in  St.  Abbs  and 
two  in  Earlston.  Certifieate  A was  issued  in  seven  instances, 
these  covering  nine  houses  of  three  apartments  and  one  of  four 
apartments.  One  house  of  three  rooms  was  erected  without 
the  aid  of  the  subsidy. 

No  houses  were  actually  built  during  the  year  by  the 
Local  Authority,  but  schemes  are  being  pushed  forward  at 
Coekburnspath,  Grantshouse,  Greenlaw,  Earlston,  Oxton, 
Reston,  Coldingham  and  Gordon. 

No  doubt  by  the  end  of  the  ensuing  year  most  ox  these  . 
houses  will  be  ready  for  occupation. 

The  total  number  of  houses  built  or  under  construction 
at  the  end  of  the  year  by  private  enterprise  and  for  wliich 
gi-ant  has  been  given  or  for  which  certificate  has  been  granted 
under  the  various  Hoxising  Acts  is  72. 

Under  the  Housing  (Additional  Powers)  Act,  1919,  grant 
was  given  by  the  East  District  Committee  for  4 houses 

Under  the  Housing  (Einaneial  Provisions) 


Act,  1923 

....  16  „ 

The  East  District  gave  grant  for 

Tlxe  Middle  District  „ 

3 „ 

'Pile  West  District  „ 

....  37  „ 

Tl\c  County  Council  ,, 

....  12  „ 

Total 

....  72 
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Houses  built  prior  to  the  current  j'^ear  by  the  various 
Local  Authorities  under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions) 
Acts  1923-24;— 


Situation . 

Acconimodat  ion . 

Rent. 

Number. 

Ajdon 

4 

rooms 

£18 

2 

Buriunouth  .... 

4 

>3 

£18 

2 

St.  Abbs 

4 

55 

£18 

2 

53  .... 

3 

55 

£14 

4 

Chirnside 

4 

55 

£18 

2 

55  •••• 

3 

35 

£14 

20 

Total 

....  32 

Houses  erected  by  the  County  Council  for  employees  : — 

Situation. 

A ccommodatio  n . 

Rent. 

Number. 

Chirnside 

4 rooms 

£15 

1 

ClockmUl 

4 

55 

£15 

2 

Lauder 

4 

5 5 

£14 

2 

Total  ....  5 


HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT)  REGULATIONS 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1928. 

In  a county  such  as  this,  owing  to  the  scattered  location 
of  the  dwellings  and  the  distance  separating  them  from  one 
another,  the  inspection  takes  a considerable  time.  Con- 
sequently, it  is  not  so  easily  carried  out  as  in  districts  where 
the  housing  is  more  concentrated,  and  the  progress  of 
inspection  has  no  doubt  been  intermittent. 

Much  of  the  housing  does  not  come  up  to  tlie  standard  of 
present  day  requirements,  and  to  bring  it  into  line  will  un- 
doubtedly take  time.  There  is,  however,  not  quite  the  same 
necessity  to  hurriedly  abolish  the  existing  conditions,  except 
in  a few  instances  where  the  housing  may  be  exceptionally 
bad. 

In  view  of  the  present  financial  crisis  and  the  every  (.lay 
call  for  economy,  proprietors  cannot  understand  why  an  inten- 
sive push  for  repairs  and  improvements  should  be  initiated 
concurrently. 

No  doubt  any  actual  necessary  repairs  will  be  carried 
out,  but  extensive  improv'ement  works  will  certaudy  not  be 
undertaken  unless  under  compulsion. 
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During  the  year  272  houses  were  inspected.  Of  that 
number  36  were  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  In 
tlie  meantime  it  would  not  be  advantageous  to  issue  closing 
orders  on  all  these  cottages.  They  are  mainly  occupied  by 
farm  workers,  and,  in  view  of  this  fact,  an  additional  obstacle 
is  encountered  in  respect  of  re-housing. 

The  number  of  houses  re-conditioned  was  219.  The 
improvements  effected  were  the  jDrovision  of  sanitary 
appliances  and  other  accommodation,  introduction  of  water, 
improving  lighting  and  ventilation  and  in  other  respects 
bringing  the  houses  as  far  as  was  practicable  up  to  a m(^em 
standard. 

The  number  oi  houses  still  in  the  course  of  reconstruction 
is  143. 

At  the  latter  end  of  tlie  year  special  attention  was  directed 
to  housing  conditions  at  Burnmouth  Village. 

This  area  may  be  divided  into  five  groups,  namely, 
vStonefalls,  Burnmouth,  Cowdrait,  Ross  and  Partanhall, 
comprising  in  all  a total  of  96  houses. 

From  a survey  of  those  houses  it  is  evident  that  existing 
conditions  are  most  undesirable  and  in  need  of  urgent  attention. 
Conditions  have  no  doubt  been  aggravated  as  a result  from 
the  haphazard  and  indifferent  planning  and  arrangement  of 
the  buildings.  All  are  more  or  less  situated  at  the  foot  of  a 
cliff,  with  the  consequent  result  that  soil  is  banked  up  at  the 
rear,  in  several  instances  to  wdthin  a foot  or  so  from  the  eaves. 

Conditions  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 
STONEFALLS. 

Four  houses  each  of  one  apartment,  of  which  three  are 
meantime  occupied  and  one  used  as  store.  The  occupants  in 
each  house  are  three. 

Walls  are  damp,  roofs  are  defective,  and  the  soil  in  roar 
very  much  above  the  floor  level.  Adjoining  this  place  is  the 
old  coast  guard  station,  consisting  of  tlu'ee  houses  with  a 
population  of  13.  These  are  good  4 apartment  house.s,  but 
lack  water  and  sanitary  conveniences. 

BURNMOUTH. 

Twelve  houses  ; one  of  one  apartment ; seven  of  two 
apartments,  and  four  of  three  apartments.  Three  of  those 
houses  are  owner-occupied.  Population  is — three  houses  witli 
two  occupants  ; one  with  thre(>  occupants  ; four  with  fo\ir 
occu])ants  ; two  witli  live  occupants  ; one  with  six  occupants, 
and  one  with  eight  occupants. 
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One  of  this  group  of  housos  has  been  completely  recon- 
structed and  converted  into  an  exceedinglj'^  good  dweUing  by 
the  owner-occupier.  Conditions  prevailing  are  : — walls  damp  ; 
lighting  defective  ; soil  in  rear  above  floor  level ; lack  of 
sanitary  conveniences  and  drainage. 

COTORAIT. 

Thirty-eight  houses  : — 21  of  one  apartment  ; 10  of  two 
apartments  ; six  of  three  apartments,  and  one  of  four  apart- 
ments. Eight  of  those  houses  are  occupied  by  the  owners  ; 
one  is  occupied  by  two  families  and  two  houses  are  occupied 
by  one  family. 

Population  is  :• — ^two  houses  with  one  occupant  ; nine 
with  two  occupants  ; 10  with  three  occupants  ; 12  with  four 
occupants  ; two  with  five  occupants  ; one  with  six  occupants, 
and  one  with  seven  occujjants. 

Conditions  existing  are  : — dam])ness  ; inadequate  light- 
ing ; roof  defective  ; overcrowding  and  lack  of  proper  sanitary 
accommodation  and  drainage.  Several  of  these  houses  are 
Oi  the  back  to  back  tyjie. 

ROSS. 

Twelve  houses  : — two  of  one  apartment ; nine  of  two 
apartments  and  one  of  three  apartments.  Population  is  : — 
two  houses  with  one  occupant  ; four  with  two  occupants  ; 
two  with  three  occupants  ; one  with  four  occupants  ; one  with 
five  occupants,  one  with  six  occupants  and  one  with  seven 
occupants.  One  house  is  owner-occupied,  and  two  houses 
are  connected  with  shops. 

Conditions  existing  are  : — dampness  ; inadequate  light- 
ing ; roof  defective  ; overcrowding  ; soil  in  rear  very  much 
above  floor  levels  and  lack  of  modern  sanitary  accommodation 
and  drainage. 

PARTANHALL. 

Sev'enteen  houses  : — 12  of  two  aiJartments  and  five  (jf 
three  apartments.  Six  of  those  houses  arc  occupied  by 
proprietors. 

Populations  ; — one  house  with  one  occupant  ; four  with 
tliree  occupants  ; four  with  four  occui^ants  ; six  with  five 
occupants  ; one  with  six  occupants,  and  one  with  eight 
occupants. 

These  houses  are  of  more  recent  constructioJi  than  the 
others  already  rcfeiTcd  to  and  are  capable  of  repair. 
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Conditions  prevailing  are  ; — dampness  at  foot  of  back 
walls  in  several  of  the  houses  ; inadequate  through  ventilation  ; 
lack  of  sanitary  accommodation  and  drainage  ; inconvenient 
water  supply. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  now  no  registered  lodging  house  in  the  Countj'. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  the  only  registered  lodging 
house,  which  was  at  Cockbumspath,  was  discontinued. 

UNCLAIMED  BODIES. 

Ill  three  instances  unclaimed  bodies  were  buried  at  the 
expense  of  the  Local  Authority. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  two  public  slaughterhouses,  viz.,  one  in  each 
of  the  Burghs  of  Coldstream  and  Duns. 

Private  slaughterhouses  are  hcensed  at  Ajdon,  Eyechffe, 
Eyemouth  (2),  Greenlaw,  Chirnside  (2),  Cockburnspath, 
Coldmgham,  Swinton  (2),  Lauder  (2),  Gordon  and  Earlston. 

These  premises  were  periodically  hispected  throughout 
the  year,  and  only  m one  instance  was  it  necessary  to  draw 
attention  to  a contravention  of  the  regulations. 

There  are  in  all  22  slaughtermen  hcensed  under  the 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  number  of  Workshops  and  Factories  on  the  Register 


is  166,  classified  as  follows  : — 

Tailors  21  Foundiy  1 

Blacksmiths  ....  ....38  W^oollen  Mills  ....  2 

Bakers  22  Paper  Mills  2 

Shoemakers  ....  8 Saddlers  ....  ....  2 

Joiners  30  Motor  Engineers  ....  9 

Painters  4 Plumbers  7 

Hairdresser  ....  ....  1 Gas  W orks  ....  ....  3 

Dressmakers  ....  3 MiU  weights  ....  ....  2 

W^atchmakers  ....  1 Corn  Mills  5 

Fishcixrers  ....  ....  2 Saw  Mill  3 


The  premises  are  generally  found  Li  a satisfactory  con- 
dition. 'Phe  bakehouses  were  all  lime-washed  within  the 
statutory  period. 
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In  one  uistance  it  was  found  necessary  to  direct  attention 
to  the  condition  of  the  walls  and  floors  and  also  to  the  manner 
in  which  food  stuffs  were  being  stored. 

One  bakehouse  was  reconstructed  and  sanitary  accom 
modation  provided. 

ACCOMMODATION  FOR  SEASONAL  WORKERS. 

The  number  of  farmers  employing  seasonal  workers  last 
summer  was  three,  and  the  number  of  workers  was  approx- 
imately 45.  The  workers  are  accommodated  in  bothies  or 
barns  which,  before  being  used,  must  comply  with  the  require- 
ments. The  accommodation  utihsed  at  one  farm  was  not 
strictly  in  conformity  with  the  Regulations,  but,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  workers  were  only  there  for  a very  short 
period,  no  action  was  taken.  Visits  were  regularly  paid  to 
the  farms,  and  any  irregularities  Avere  brought  to  the  notice 
of  those  responsible. 


SCHOOLS. 

Continued  advances  are  still  being  made  to  improve  the 
sanitary  and  other  conditions  of  schools. 

There  are  still  several  without  jiroper  sanitary  accom- 
modation, but  it  is  gratifying  in  tliis  respect  that  each  year 
the  number  is  being  reduced. 

Attention  was  directed  to  conditions  at  Oxton,  Preston 
Fogo  and  St.  Abbs  Schools,  and  in  each  case  structural  altera- 
tions were  recommended.  At  St.  Abbs  School,  in  order  to 
provide  more  suitable  and  convenient  accommodation,  a 
large  class  room  was  divided  and  also  lighting  improved. 

At  Oxton  School  a scheme  was  prepared  in  order  to 
provide  up-to-date  heating,  the  present  appliance  being 
obsolete. 

In  regard  to  other  schools,  schemes  are  in  progress  for 
improving  sanitary  arrangements  both  hi  schoolhouses  and 
schools,  and  will  no  doubt  be  well  in  hand  dining  the  ensuing 
year. 


FOOD  SUPERVISION. 

Periodical  inspection  was  made  to  premises  hi  which 
food  is  prepared  and  sold.  A noted  improvement  was  found 
in  many  places,  but  in  others  there  is  still  considerable 
negligence.  Back  shops  and  cellars  are  often  very  badly  la^jit 
and  the  sanitary  arrangements,  if  jircsent  at  all,  are  fre(piently 
unsatisfactory. 
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DAIRIES. 

The  registered  dahies  in  the  County  number  114,  one  of 
which  is  in  Eyemouth  Burgh,  two  in  Coldstream  Burgh,  four 
in  Duns  Burgh,  and  five  in  Lauder  Burgh.  The  number  ot 
cows  at  the  last  inspection  was  819. 

Routhie  inspection  was  made  throughout  the  year  in 
order  to  ascertain  if  the  Byelaws  were  being  adhered  to,  and 
also  if  hygienic  principles  were  being  observed. 

In  six  instances  cows  were  not  in  a cleanly  condition,  and 
requhed  grooming.  In  20  instances  hme-washing  had  not 
been  carried  out  within  the  statutory  periods,  and  in  4 instances 
attention  had  to  be  drawn  to  structural  defects. 

Considerable  trouble  was  experienced  at  several  of  the 
Small  Holdings  with  regard  to  drainage  and  other  matters. 
Structural  arrangements  at  those  dairy  farms  are  not  aU  that 
one  would  desire.  A large  percentage  of  them  is  undoubted!}" 
very  satisfactory  and  conducted  under  hygienic  principles, 
but  there  are  others  m which  it  has  been  a case  of  trying  to 
make  a new  building  out  of  an  old  one  with  the  consequent 
result  that  important  factors  such  as  fight,  ventilation  and 
drainage  have  not  been  sufficiently  provided.  In  several 
instances  it  was  found  that  eesspools  had  no  proper  outlet  and 
were  allowed  to  overfiow  on  to  the  surroundmg  ground,  and 
in  some  cases  on  to  adjoining  holduigs.  At  one  holduig  in 
particular  there  was  no  cesspool  whatsoever,  the  sewage  from 
the  house,  etc.,  was  run  direct  into  a burn  which  was  situated 
near  at  hand.  In  numerous  other  instances  cesspits,  takmg 
the  w"ash  from  byres,  were  far  too  small,  resultuig  hi  a nuisance 
being  created. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  at  this  pohit  to  make  reference 
to  the  milk  supply  of  certam  producers. 

As  these  producers  only  keep  one  or  two  cows  to  supply 
mfilv  for  their  own  houses  and  those  of  their  neighbours, 
registration  with  the  Local  Authority  is  not  required. 
The  premises  are  therefore  known  as  “ unregistered  dairies  ” 
and  as  such  are  more  or  less  exempt  from  the  requirements  of 
the  byelaws.  The  tendency  hitherto  has  been  to  ignore  to  a 
very  great  extent  the  existence  of  such  places.  The  need, 
however,  for  inspection  of  these  premises  is  only  too  evident. 
In  many  instances  cows  are  housed  in  most  insanitary  premises, 
no  regard  being  given  to  fight  or  ventilation.  Lime-washing 
or  cleansing  of  jiremises  is  neglected,  and  the  cows  in  some  of 
these  byres  are  not  subject  to  systematic  grooming. 
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PREVENTION  OF  FOOD  ADULTERATION. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  samples  procured 
for  chemical  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration) 
'Act,  1928,  was  44.  Those  consisted  of  38  statutory  and  6 
hiformal  samples,  the  former  comprising  six  different  articles 
of  food. 

As  regards  the  statutory  samples.  Dr.  A.  Scott  Dodd, 
B.Sc.,  Ph.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  the  County  Analyst,  reported  that 
37  were  genuine,  and  only  one  was  not  in  accordance  with  the 
legal  requirements. 


MILK. 

For  obvious  reasons  milk  received  a greater  amount  of 
superv'isioii  than  any  other  article  of  food,  the  number  of 
samples  taken  being  28. 

Of  the  28  statutory  samples  the  analyst  rejjorted  all  as 
being  in  conformity  with  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations. 

Of  the  6 informal  samples  one  was  reported  to  have 
water  added  and  one  milk  fat  abstracted,  but  on  an  official 
sample  being  taken  the  analysis  was  returned  as  genuine. 

The  average  amount  of  milk  fat  in  all  the  statutory 
samples  was  4.20,  which  is  considerably  higher  than  the 
presumptive  standard  in  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  viz., 
3 per  cent.  In  one  instance  milk  fat  was  as  high  as  0.26  per 
cent.,  and  in  another  5.77  per  cent. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER 
SCOTLAND  , 1930. 

One  sample  of  certified  milk  was  procured  for  chemical 
analysis  and  one  for  bacteriological  examination.  The 
results  of  both  were  in  accordance  with  the  standards  laid 
down  in  the  above  Order. 


OTHER  FOODS. 

Other  articles  of  food  taken  for  analysis  were  as  follows  : — 
Mince  2,  sausages  9,  whisky  1,  l)utter  2,  and  preserved  cream  I . 
With  regard  to  the  samples  of  mince,  one  was  returned  as 
having  an  amount  of  preservative  added,  contrary  to  tlic 
Preserv'atives  Regulations. 
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Of  the  9 samples  of  sausages  only  one  was  not  in  con- 
formity with  the  Regulations. 

No  legal  proceedings  have  been  instituted  in  either  case. 
The  offending  parties  were  communicated  with  regarding 
the  necessity  of  observing  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations 
and  in  each  case  a warning  appears  to  have  had  the  desired 
effect. 

The  other  articles  of  food  were  aU  returned  as  genuine. 
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APPENDIX. 


Physical  Condition  of  Berwickshire  School  Children. 

A.  Total  number  of  children  examined — 


The  classes  of  children  medically  inspected  in  the  school  year 
1930-31  were 

(1)  All  children  just  entered  school  (“  entrant.^  ”) 

(2)  All  children  born  on  or  between  1st  Augu.st,  1921, 

and  31st  July,  1922  (“  intermediates  ”) 

(3)  All  children  born  on  or  between  Lst  August,  1917, 

and  31st  July,  1918  (“  leavers  ”) 


(4)  All  others  whom  the  teachers 

wi.shed 

seen  (“ 

non 

routines  ” or  “ specials.”) 

Numbers  Inspected — 

Entrants 

Boj-8 

214 

Girls 

198 

Total 

412 

Intermediates 

191 

152 

313 

Leavers 

154 

134 

288 

Non-Routines 

102 

109 

211 

Total 

061 

693 

1254 

B.  Number  of  children  notified 
from  defects — 


to  parents  as  suffering 

Boys  Girls  Total 

176  156  332 


C.  Details  of  defects  intimated  (defective  teeth  excluded) — 


Dirty  or  Verminous  Clothing 
Dirty  or  Verminous  Head. . 
Impetigo 
Ringworm  . . 

Scabies 

Eye  Conditions 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Conditions 

Bad  Nutrition 

Tuberculosis.. 

Deformities 
Other  Conditions 


Boys  Girls 

.3 

42  45 

146  118 

2 1 


recciveii 
Total  attention 

3 3 


87  87 

204  204 


3 3 


190  167  367 


357 
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D,  etc.  Results  of  Routine  Examinations. 

The  results  of  the  routine  examinations  are  as  follows  : — 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Bo\  •* 

Percentages 

tJirls  Total 

Routine  Examinations 

559 

484 

1043 

— 

— 

— 

Clothing — 

Insuflfieient 

2 

3 

5 

.36 

.62 

.48 

In  need  of  repair  . . . 

I 

0 

1 

.18 

— 

.09 

Dirty 

4 

2 

6 

.72 

.41 

.57 

Footgear,  unsatisfactory 

3 

4 

7 

.54 

.83 

.67 

Cleanliness  of  Head  — 

Dirty 

33 

14 

47 

6.9 

2.89 

4.61 

Nits 

10 

49 

69 

1.79 

10.12 

5.66 

Verminous 

4 

4 

8 

.72 

.83 

.77 

Cleanliness  of  Body  — 

Dirty 

17 

8 

25 

.3.04 

1.65 

2.39 

Verminous 

• • 

Condition  of  Skin 

Head — Ringworm 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Impetigo 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Favus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Body — Ringworm 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Impetigo 

. . — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scabies 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases 

. . — 

1 

1 

— 

.21 

,09 

Nutrition — 

Above  Average 

2 

2 

4 

.36 

.41 

.38 

Average 

. . 495 

436 

930 

88.55 

89.88 

89.17 

Below  Average 

61 

47 

108 

10.91 

9.71 

10.36 

Very  Bad 

1 

— 

1 

.18 

— 

.09 

Teeth — 

Sound 

. . 207 

162 

369 

37.03 

31.41 

34.42 

One  to  four  Decayed 

. . 280 

266 

536 

50.051 

62.89 

51.39 

Five  or  More  Docnyod 

72 

76 

148 

12.88 

15.70 

14.19 

Oral  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Boys 

Girts 

Total 

Bovs 

Peiventagfcs 

Girls  T(ital 

Nose  — 

Catarrh 

— 

— 





_ 

Ohstruption 

— 

— 

— 

— 





Other  Diseases 

] 

— 

1 

.18 

— 

.09 

.Month  Breathers 

38 

21 

69 

0.79 

4.31 

5.65 

Throat  — 

T’ou'fiY.f —Slightly  Enlarged 

126 

108 

234 

22.54 

22.31 

22.43 

Markedly  Enlarged 

41 

41 

82 

7.33 

8.47 

7.86 

4 de/’p i/? —Probably  Present 

103 

82 

185 

18.42 

16.94 

17.73 

Present 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases 

8 

— 

8 

1.43 

— 

.76 

Lymphatic  Glands  — 
Suhria  rillari/  — Palpably 

Enlarged 

48 

19 

67 

8.69 

.3.93 

6.42 

Markedly  Enlarged 

4 

— 

4 

.72 

— 

.38 

Suppurating 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cicatrices 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cervtr.nl — Palpably  Enlarged 

104 

89 

193 

18.60 

18.39 

18.50 

Markedly  Enlarged 

4 

0 

10 

.72 

1.24 

.96 

Suppurating 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cicatrices 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

External  Eye  Diseases — 

Blepharitis 

4 

5 

9 

.72 

1.03 

.86 

Conjunctivitis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

.21 

.09 

Comeal  Opacities 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Strabismus 

1 

2 

3 

.18 

.41 

.29 

Other  Diseases 

5 

3 

8 

.89 

.62 

.77 

Visual  Acuity* — 

Good  Vision  0/0 

284 

230 

514 

82.32 

80.42 

81  40 

Fair  V'ision  0/9  and  0/12 

47 

51 

98 

13.62 

17.83 

15.53 

Bari  Vision  6 '18  or  worse 

14 

5 

19 

4.00 

1.75 

.3.01 

♦ Children  are  classified  according  to  thoi 

r workitig  vision  “ w 

ith  better  eye,” 

and  figures  refer  only  to  examination 

of  345 

boy  and  286 

girl  in 

termed- 

iates  and  leavers. 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Bt'v.s 

I’crvcnta^jcs 

C»irls  Total 

Ears  — 

Otorrhooa 

— 

2 

2 

— 

.41 

.19 

Wax  

1 

1 

2 

.18 

.21 

.19 

Other  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

— 

.21 

.09 
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Hearing — 

Slightly  Deaf 
Markedly  Deaf 

Speech — 

Defective  Articulation 
Stammering 

Mental  Condition — 

Dull  or  Backward 
Mentally  Defective 

Heart  and  Circulation — 

1.  Organic  Disease 

Congenital 

2.  Organic  Disease, 

Acquired 

3.  Kunclional  Disease 

4.  Anaemia 

Lungs — 

Chronic  Bronchitis 
Tuberculosis  . . 

Tuberculosis  Suspected 
Other  Diseases 

Nervous  System — 

Epilepsy 

Chorea 

Infantile  Paralysis 
Other  Diseases 

Tuberculosis  (Non-Pulmonary) — 

Glandular 
Bones  and  Joints 
Abdominal 
Skin 

Other  Forms 

Rickets — 

Slight 

Marked 


15i>\ s 

f.irls 

Tiaal 

Percents 

Gtrlii 

I'lal 

3 

7 

10 

.54 

1.45 

.96 

1 

1 

2 

.18 

.21 

.19 

7 

3 

10 

1.25 

.02 

.96 

1 

— 

1 

.18 

— 

.09 

8 

1 

9 

1.43 

.21 

.86 

1 

1 

2 

00 

.21 

.19 

1 

— 

1 

.18 

— 

.09 

56 

62 

118 

10.02 

12.81 

11.31 

1 

— 

1 

.18 

— 

.09 

93 

77 

170 

16.64 

15.91 

16.29 

2 

2 

4 

.36 

.41 

.38 

2 

1 

3 

.36 

.21 

.29 

21 

11 

32 

3.76 

2.28 

3.07 
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Percentage-! 


Deformities — 

IU>ys 

Girls 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Congenital 

8 

2 

10 

1.43 

.41 

.96 

Acquired 

3 

2 

5 

.54 

.41 

.48 

Infectious  or  Contagious 

Diseases 

6 

4 

10 

1.07 

.83 

.96 

Other  Diseases  or  Defects.. 

27 

14 

41 

4.83 

2.89 

3.93 

Parent  present  . . 

Conditions  Noted  in 

33  34 

Non-Roiitines 

67  5.90 

or  Specials. 

Boys 

7.02 

Girls 

6.42 

Total 

Clothing  Insufficient  or  Dirty 

1 

2 

3 

Head  Dirty  or  Verminous 

3 

16 

18 

Body  Dirty 

1 

1 

2 

Impetigo 

1 

1 

2 

Ringworm 

1 

1 

2 

Neglected 

0 

0 

0 

Nutrition  Bad 

1 

2 

3 

Teeth  Defective 

8 

2 

10 

Mouth  Breatliing 

7 

3 

10 

Nose  Enlarged  Tonsils 

23 

18 

41 

and  Adenoids 

26 

21 

46 

Throat  Enlarged  Glands 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Conditions 

12 

8 

20 

External  ( Squint 

0 

3 

3 

Eye  Disease  ( Other  Disease 

3 

2 

5 

Eyesight,  Defective 

26 

14 

39 

Ear  Disease 

2 

2 

4 

Hearing  Defective 

1 

1 

2 

Sfjeech  Defective 
Mental  J Backward  or 

2 

0 

2 

Condition  possibly  Defective 

7 

7 

14 

Organic  Disease  of  the  Heart  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Anaemia 

6 

1 

7 

Nervous  Affections 

3 

1 

4 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs  . . 

0 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Glands  . . 

2 

4 

6 

Deformities 

4 

1 

6 

Other  Defects 

6 

3 

8 

Nil 

2 

147 

5 

120 

7 

267 

Children  examined  for  above  number 


105 


lOO 


211 
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Special  Schools  and  Classes  including  Open  Air  Schools. 

1 . Number  of  Schools  and  Classes. 

No  physically  defective  children  are  in  any  special 
school  or  class. 


2.  Backward  Children. 

No  class  exists  in  the  County  for  the  education  of  back- 
ward children. 


♦ 


